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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . The lengthy specification has not been checked to the extent necessary to 
determine the presence of all possible minor errors. Applicant's cooperation is 
requested in correcting any errors of which applicant may become aware in the 
specification. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-13 and 14-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Mitsuoka et al M U.S. Patent Number 6,671 ,508 (hereinafter 
Mitsuoka), in view of Wu, U.S. Patent Number 5,933,477. 

Taking claim 1 as an exemplary claim, Mitsuoka fails to teach determining a 
communication priority of the incoming communication and selecting an action based on 
the rule set of the subscriber using the communication priority and the subscriber status. 
However, Mitsuoka clearly teaches a method for selecting and executing an action in a 
communication node (figure 26), the communication node in communication with at 
least a schedule database and a rules database (figure 14), comprising: receiving an 
incoming communication directed to a subscriber (S201); determining a status of the 
subscriber (S202, S204 and S207); accessing the rules database, the rules database 
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having a rule set of the subscriber (S203-S205); and executing the action (S21 1 ). In 
communication method, Wu discloses determining a communication priority of the 
incoming communication and selecting an action based on the rule set of the subscriber 
using the communication priority and the subscriber status (figure 5; and column 3 lines 
6-55). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention was made to modify Mitsuoka in view of Wu by determining a 
communication priority and selecting an action based on the communication priority and 
the subscriber status. The motivation for doing so would have been obvious because 
the rule set of the subscriber using the communication priority and subscriber status 
allows the message to indicate whether or not the message is priority message, and 
notify the message recipient of the existence of any priority message when the recipient 
accesses mailbox. 

With respect to claim 2, Mitsuoka further teaches the rule set is a predetermined 
rule set (column 17, lines 50-66). 

With respect to claim 3, Wu further teaches the communication priority of the 
incoming communication is based on at least one of a caller identity, a device identity, a 
network identity, a location identity and a priority value (figures 6-7; and column 3 lines 
6-55). 

With respect to claim 4, Mitsuoka further teaches the subscriber status includes 
location information (figures 4-5; and column 17 lines 50-66). 

With respect to claim 5, Mitsuoka further teaches the subscriber status includes - 
presence information (figures 4 and 8). 
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With respect to claim 6, Mitsuoka further teaches the presence information is 
provided by a presence engine (column 22 lines 18-41 and column 23 lines 1-20). 

With respect to claim 7, Mitsuoka further teaches the location information is 
determined from the schedule database (figure 18). 

With respect to claim 8, Mitsuoka further teaches the location information is 
provided by a location determining system (see Mitsuoka's claim 14). 

With respect to claim 9, Mitsuoka fails to teach the time being used to determine 
the subscriber status of the subscriber. However, Mitsuoka clearly teaches the 
incoming communication. In the wireless communication method, Wu discloses the 
incoming communication occurs at a time, the time being used to determine the 
subscriber status of the subscriber (figure 5). It would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to modify Mitsuoka in view 
of Wu by specifying the time being used to determine the subscriber status of the 
subscriber. The motivation for doing so would have been obvious because this feature 
indicates the current status of the subscriber. 

With respect to claim 10, Mitsuoka fails to teach the subscriber status includes 
priority information. However, Mitsuoka clearly teaches the subscriber status includes 
the information from at least one of the schedule database (1 15 and 142), a location 
engine (112 and 1 1 3), a presence engine and the subscriber. In the wireless 
communication method, Wu discloses the subscriber status includes priority information 
(figure 5; and column 3 lines 6-55). 
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With respect to claim 1 1 , Wu further teaches the selection of the action is based 
on a comparison of the communication priority and the subscriber status (column 4 lines 
34-58). 

With respect to claim 12, Mitsuoka further teaches the action includes at least 
one of playing back a message of the subscriber, recording a message of the caller 
(column 16 lines 10-24), providing a pager number of the subscriber to the caller (figure 
6), executing a page to the subscriber, executing a wire-line connection to the 
subscriber (105), executing a wireless connection to the subscriber (101), and providing 
subscriber status (1 15 and 142), location and contact information to the caller (figures 
2A and 4). 

With respect to claim 13, Mitsuoka further teaches receiving subscriber dynamic 
feedback in response to the action (column 22 lines 17-42); and executing a 
subsequent action based on the rule set responsive to the dynamic feedback (column 
17 lines 50-66 and figure 4). 

Claims 14-20 are also rejected for the same reason set forth in claims 1-13 

above. 

4. Claims 21-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Mitsuoka et al., U.S. Patent Number 6,671 ,508 (hereinafter Mitsuoka), in view of 
Christensen et al., U.S. Patent Number 6,081,707 (hereinafter Christensen). 

Taking claim 21 as an exemplary claim, Mitsuoka fails to teach voice mail server. 
However, Mitsuoka clearly teaches a system for selecting and executing an action in a 
communication node, the node including a voice mail server (figure 29) comprising: 
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• a first communication device associated with a caller (1 1 1 and 1 51 ); 

• a second communication device associated with a subscriber (1 1 1 and 1 51 ); 

• a communication network in communication with the first and second 
communication device and the node (116 and 105); 

• a schedule database in communication with the node (142 and 115); 

• a rules database in communication with the node (142 and 1 1 5); and 

• wherein the node is adapted to select and execute an action based on 
information from the schedule database and the rules database, the action 
being executed (104, 102, 141, 142, and column 32 line 42 through column 
33 line 21). 

In the wireless communication, Hitchings discloses the voice mail server (222). It 
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to modify Mitsuoka in view of Hitchings by specifying the voice mail 
server. The motivation for doing so would have been obvious because the voice mail 
server provides voice mail service and stores voice communication in the mailbox. 
Claim 22 is also rejected for the same reason set forth in claim 21 above. 
. With respect to claim 23, Mitsuoka further teaches that the node is adapted to 
receive subscriber dynamic feedback (column 22 lines 17-42) and execute a 
subsequent action based on the rule set responsive to the dynamic feedback (column 
17 lines 50-66 and figure 4). 

Conclusion 
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5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

a. " Operating mode dependent greeting message /' by Rautila et al., U.S. 
Patent Number 6,631,183. 

b. " Process and apparatus for messaging upon incomplete call /' by Hanson, 
U.S. Patent Number 6,766,001 . 

c. " Method and apparatus for wireless auto-conferencing /' by Kundaje et aL, 
U.S. Patent Application Publication Number 2003/0224816. 

d. " Voice mail server, mobile station and method for voice mail message 
transmission ," by Haumont et al., U.S. Patent Application Publication Number 
2001/0019951. 

e. " Voice message presentation on personal wireless devices /' by 
Cruickshank, U.S. Patent Application Publication Number 2002/0077082. 

f. " Method and apparatus for enhanced logged supergroup/multigroup call 
retrieval ." by Connor et al., U.S. Patent Number 5,933,780. 

g. " Apparatus and method for displaying caller attributes /' by Macaulay et al., 
U.S. Patent Number 6,226,512. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nghi V Tran whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4067. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Zarni Maung can be reached on (571 ) 272-3939. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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